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Concern, and the Powder Trust* . Krupp^,
speaker, are the matador of the international armame&t
industry, pre-eminent in every department, and they
are gradually extending their influence over all their
German rivals. Formerly there was a strong competition
between Krupp's and the Dillinger Hutte ; now the
two are combined in a cartell relationship* Even the
Ehrhardt Concern, the Rheinische Metallwaren und
Maschinenfabrik, with a board of directors containing
such powerful members as Dr* Paasche, the Vice-
President of the Reichstag, Herr von Loebell, Prussian
Minister of the Interior, and Lieutenant-General von
Reichenau, could not hold out, and now Krupp's and
the Ehrhardt Concern are one* There is no branch
of the German armament industry, however remotely
connected with it, over which, if Herr Liebknecht is to
be believed, the hand of Krupp does not reach* Its
international connections are almost equally wide-
spread* The old connection with the Austrian Skoda
Works had already developed into a close cartell, going
so far as an interchange of all patents* Since 1904 the
Krupp-Skoda Concern had been in intimate relations
with Russian and French concerns, especially with
Schneider-Creusot* Through them came the connection
with the Putiloff Works, and through the Putiloff Works
with various English armam.ent firms* Dr* Liebknecht
drew serious attention to the close relations between
Krupp's and certain German newspapers, and declared
that the great firm had influence over the official Wolff
Telegraph Bureau* He said further that the Etoile
Beige and a certain Italian newspaper had been bought
up by Krupp's* Moreover, in 1910 they were impli-
cated in a case of corruption in the Argentine, and in